LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

»»» 

[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this Department .] 


Dear Editor : The patriotism of the trained nurses of this country, 
being true American women, is not to be questioned. At the same time, 
they are women of common-sense, and we will assume that having con¬ 
sidered the matter, they will ask themselves the question, “ Why 
should I ?” 

What material expression has this country given of its appreciation 
of the good work done by the true women who gave their services, some 
their lives, during the Spanish-American War ? 

With what success do the Surgeon-General and the Superintendent 
of the Army Nurse Corps meet in their efforts to secure better conditions 
for the members of the corps ? 

None whatever. 

General O’Reilly in his last report suggests “ that some inducement 
to remain in the corps should be offered to the older and most highly 
efficient nurses. An increase of five per cent, for every three years of 
service would be in line with the procedure in other branches of the 
military establishment and attain the desired end at a trifling cost to the 
government.” 

The question of pay is one that might well be considered. Surely 
the government might be expected to pay its nurses a little better than 
civil hospitals, many of which are kept up by popular subscription. 

Forty and fifty dollars a month is not much when one considers it 
is not, as in civil hospitals, “ clear money,” but out of this the nurse 
will pay a “ mess bill” of from two dollars to eight dollars per month and 
for the laundering of her clothes, the latter no small item. The uni¬ 
forms are white, and in the warm climates one rarely wears one the 
second day, while during the rainy season even more are necessary. 

But the army nurse is not so mercenary as to make this increase a 
great inducement. There are other things that might be done at no cost 
of money that would make life more bearable. 

A young army doctor once remarked, “ It is unfortunate, the rating 
of the army nurses. You know the army people swear by the Blue Book, 
and they cannot be expected to recognize socially one who ranks with the 
enlisted man.” 
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The remark is worthy of notice only in this way: Nurses are too 
busy to have social aspirations, but it is this spirit carried into the ward 
that has lost to the Army Nurse Corps some of the finest nurses it has 
numbered among its members—women who have held on, hoping against 
hope that Congress would make some distinction other than the amount 
of pay received between the women who have given years of hard study 
in preparation for their lifework and the men who have had no training. 

During the last year three hundred and twelve graduated nurses 
applied for admission to the corps; and these, in addition to those already 
on the reserve list, would make a very fair showing as an “ eligible list.” 

But do not question our patriotism. Should occasion arise, the 
supply would far exceed the demand, but at the present time loyalty to 
those already giving their work to their country is more important. 

“ A true American nurse,” 

Sarah R. Smith, 

Wilkinsburg, Pa. 

[We think this writer has failed to grasp the true meaning of patriotism, 
which, as we understand it, is the highest sentiment of which a human being is 
capable. Love of country is something entirely above and beyond selfish or mer¬ 
cenary ends. 

Our comment had nothing to do with the present conditions in the army, 
a discussion of which we reserve until a later issue. The plan for an eligible 
volunteer list to serve the country in time of national calamity or war has for 
its motive simply the enrollment of a list of carefully investigated nurses, that 
when the need comes selection may be made that will prevent the wild confusion 
of the Spanish War experience, when too many nurses accepted under the stress 
of war conditions did not reflect credit upon the morals, manners, dignity, or 
womanliness of the nursing profession. That a nurse’B name is on that list does 
not compel her to serve if for any reason circumstances are such that she cannot 
do so when a call comes. 

Among men we have the State militia, where the members stand ready to 
serve their State or country at any hour. The eligible volunteer list of nurses 
should mean practically a national militia of nurses, but if we are to judge by 
this writer the spirit seems to be lacking.—E d.] 


Dear Editor: When the registration act was first suggested and 
eventually framed in New York I believe the intention was to allow all 
graduate nurses in good standing who could give evidence of a two- 
years’ training to register without examination, the merely experienced 
nurses to be registered if they could demonstrate their right to recog¬ 
nition by passing an examination, the time limit being three years. So 
far so good. 

What has happened? Amendments were introduced and carried 
with the result that the bill as it was passed differed in many respects 



